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OVERVIEW

Ian Samways is a patent agent in the firm's IP Procurement and Portfolio Management practice. Ian has 
experience in a variety of technologies, with a focus in counseling and advising inventors and companies on 
navigating challenges of domestic and foreign patenting processes.

PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND

Prior to joining the firm, Ian was a patent agent at a mid-sized global intellectual property law firm. Through this 
role, he prepared and prosecuted US and foreign patent applications mainly in the automotive, energy, and 
telecommunications industries, and also advised and mentored newer patent professionals. He has also worked 
in-house at a global industrial cutting tool company, and in that connection developed and conducted internal 
patent training for engineers.

PROFESSIONAL / CIVIC ACTIVITIES

 Welsh North American Association 

▪ Chair, Eisteddfod Committee (2013-2015, 2017-present)

▪ President (2015-2017)

▪ Vice-President (2013-2015)

▪ Immediate Past President and Chair, Nominating Committee (2017-2019)

▪ Trustee (2012-2013, 2023-present)

 St. David's Society of Pittsburgh 

▪ Director (2009-2012, 2015-present)

▪ President (2012-2015)
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ADDITIONAL BACKGROUND

 Graduate Studies, Linguistics and Russian & East European Area Studies, Yale University

EDUCATION

 B.A., Swarthmore College, 1987 (Russian)

 B.S., Swarthmore College, 1987 (Civil/Mechanical Engineering)

ADMISSIONS

 United States Patent and Trademark Office

LANGUAGES

 French

 German

 Russian

 Swedish

 Welsh

AREAS OF FOCUS

 IP Procurement and Portfolio Management

INDUSTRIES

 Transportation and Logistics


