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OVERVIEW

Joel Surendran is an associate in the firm's Finance practice. Joel advises on cross-border aviation finance and 
leasing transactions, as well as related commercial and contractual matters, with a particular focus on 
transactions involving Japan, the Asia-Pacific region, Europe and the Middle East.

Joel's practice is anchored in aviation finance, where he advises lessors, airlines, financiers and investors on 
aircraft finance, leasing, purchase and novation transactions. Alongside his finance work, he advises on cross-
border commercial, technology and sports-adjacent matters.

Joel originally trained and qualified in technology, media and telecommunications (TMT) and commercial law and 
continues to draw on this background when advising on commercial contracting, licensing (Saas and PaaS), 
digital and data-driven issues arising in international transactions, especially in cross-border contexts.

PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND

Joel has practised in Tokyo, London and the Middle East, and has experience advising both domestic and 
international clients on complex cross-border matters. Prior to rejoining K&L Gates, he worked at one of the Big 
Four Japanese law firms, advising on international finance, TMT, licencing (Saas and PaaS) and commercial 
transactions involving Japanese and overseas counterparties. 

Earlier in his career, he practised at a boutique law firm in London, focusing on commercial and technology-
related matters. This multi-jurisdictional background gives Joel a strong understanding of international deal 
dynamics, client expectations and cross-border execution.

ACHIEVEMENTS

 Advised on Aviation 100 Asia-Pacific Debt Deal of the Year, Airline Economics, 2022
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PROFESSIONAL / CIVIC ACTIVITIES

 Member of the Law Society of England and Wales delegation as part of the Law Society's Japan business 
development mission, 2020

EDUCATION

 Legal Practice Course, College of Law, London, 2009

 Graduate Diploma in Law, College of Law, London, 2008

 B.A., University of Northampton, 2004

 LL.M, ISDE Business Law School, 2024

ADMISSIONS

 Japan (Dai-ni Tokyo Bar Association (Gaikokuho-Jimu-Bengoshi - registered foreign lawyer))

 Solicitor of the Senior Courts of England and Wales

LANGUAGES

 English

 Tamil (Ceylon)

 Japanese

AREAS OF FOCUS

 Aviation Finance

INDUSTRIES

 Aviation

 Transportation and Logistics


