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OVERVIEW

Michael F. Scanlon is a member of the firm's Public Policy and Law practice group. Michael has advised 
transportation and logistics industry clients in Washington, DC for over 20 years and is nationally ranked 
(Chambers USA, The Legal 500, and Best Lawyers®) for his industry experience. His practice focuses on complex 
regulatory, enforcement, and litigation matters across the international maritime, postal, and final mile delivery 
sectors.

Michael advises and represents major industry players including leading international shipping lines, terminal 
operators, e commerce and retail companies, logistics providers, trade associations, and coalitions on critical 
commercial and administrative law issues. He has extensive experience in federal courts and before key 
agencies, including the Federal Maritime Commission (FMC), US Maritime Administration (MARAD), US Postal 
Service (USPS), Postal Regulatory Commission (PRC), and US Customs and Border Protection (CBP). He also 
leads integrated policy and advocacy engagements, advising clients on legislative strategy, regulatory 
implementation, coalition management and coordination, and congressional engagement to shape outcomes in 
rapidly evolving transportation and supply chain markets.

Before entering private practice, Michael clerked for Chief US District Judge Frederick J. Scullin (N.D.N.Y.). He 
received a master's degree in public administration along with his law degree from the Maxwell School at 
Syracuse University.  

Michael leads the firm's nationally recognized postal law practice, advising mailing, shipping, e commerce, and 
technology companies, as well as leading trade associations and coalitions in the postal and delivery logistics 
industry. His postal practice encompasses strategic business and regulatory counseling, advocacy on pricing and 
classification issues, and enforcement defense, including matters before the PRC and federal courts. He has 
deep experience in rate and classification proceedings, rulemakings, and complaint litigation, and regularly 
represents clients in USPS revenue deficiency claims and False Claims Act investigations. Michael also advises 
on domestic and international postal policy issues, negotiates contract pricing arrangements with USPS and 
private express carriers, and provides strategic counsel on legislative and regulatory developments affecting the 
postal and final mile logistics industry.

Michael is a member of the firm's leading Maritime practice group. His practice encompasses domestic and 
international maritime law, with a focus on the regulatory and operational issues facing global shipping 
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companies, terminal operators, technology companies, and cargo interests. He represents carriers, logistics 
service providers and shippers on issues before the FMC, MARAD, CBP, the Department of Commerce, 
Congress, and federal courts. His experience includes vessel documentation and citizenship, operating 
agreements and crewing, maritime security and government support programs (including VISA and the Maritime 
Security Program), and coastwise (Jones Act) compliance and enforcement. He also has significant fisheries 
litigation experience, representing industry participants and stakeholders in federal court.

ACHIEVEMENTS

 Recognized by The Best Lawyers in America® for Admiralty and Maritime Law in Washington, DC, 2025, 
2027

 Recognized by Chambers USA for Transportation: Shipping/Maritime: Regulatory, USA - Nationwide, 2023-
2026

 Recognized by The Legal 500 United States as a Leading Partner 

▪ Shipping: Litigation and Regulation, 2023-2026

▪ Government Relations, 2023-2026

PROFESSIONAL / CIVIC ACTIVITIES

 Member, Corporate Advisory Board, So Others Might Eat (SOME)

EDUCATION

 J.D., Syracuse University College of Law, 2001 (magna cum laude, Executive Editor Syracuse Law Review)

 M.P.A., Syracuse University, 2001 (Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs)

 B.A., Colgate University, 1994

ADMISSIONS

 Bar of District of Columbia

 Bar of New York

 United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit

 United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit

 United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit

 United States Court of Federal Claims

 United States Court of International Trade
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 United States District Court for the District of Columbia

 United States District Court for the Northern District of New York

THOUGHT LEADERSHIP POWERED BY HUB

 9 October 2025, The Essential Guide to the Jones Act

 18 July 2025, US Department of Justice Antitrust Division Introduces Whistleblower Reward Program to 
Encourage Disclosure of Antitrust Violations

 16 September 2022, Federal Maritime Commission Seeking Comment on New Rulemaking Regarding 
Prohibition Against Ocean Common Carrier Refusal to Negotiate on Vessel Space Accommodations

 14 July 2021, Spotlight on the International Maritime Sector as the Biden Administration Looks to Address 
Competition Activities

 June 2021, 2020 Legal 500 U.S. Guide Accolades

 18 November 2020, Election Briefing: Transportation and Infrastructure Outlook

 11 May 2020, COVID-19: Updates on the FMC's Detention and Demurrage Final Rule

 2 April 2020, COVID-19: Supply Chain Impacts

 23 January 2020, Industry Predictions for 2020 From the Maritime Professionals at K&L Gates

 8 January 2020, The Can-Do Congress?

 12 July 2019, Declining to Overrule a Long-Standing Agency Deference Doctrine, the Supreme Court 
Nonetheless Cautions That its Limitations Provide a Meaningful Check on Federal Agencies' Power to 
Regulate Business Activities

 27 June 2019, New Opportunities for Port Infrastructure Investment

 20 December 2018, Recent Amendments to the Shipping Act: A Course Correction, Not a Sea Change

 29 November 2018, Congress Passes Coast Guard Authorization Bill with Historic Overhaul of Vessel 
Discharges Standards and Other Measures

 8 November 2018, Sea-zing the Day: Preparing for Maritime Issues in the 116th Congress

 31 January 2017, Appeals Court Resoundingly Affirms Scope and Breadth of Shipping Act Antitrust 
Exemption

 1 December 2016, Presidential and Congressional Authority to Roll Back Executive Actions

 16 August 2016, The New JADE: Energizing Jones Act Enforcement
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OTHER PUBLICATIONS

 “3 Ways Agencies Will Keep Making Law After Chevron,” Law360, 2 July 2024

 "Biden Competition Order May Shift Ocean Carriers' Course," Law360, 20 July 2021

NEWS & EVENTS

 31 August 2026, K&L Gates Strengthens International Trade Practice With Washington, DC Hire

 16 June 2026, K&L Gates Adds Senior US Department of Justice and Former White House Lawyer to Public 
Policy and Law Practice

 10 June 2026, K&L Gates Receives More Than 200 Firm, Individual Recommendations in The Legal 500 
United States 2026 Edition

 4 June 2026, K&L Gates Receives Nearly 235 Firm, Individual Rankings in 2026 Chambers USA Guide

 6 January 2026, K&L Gates Grows Public Policy and Law Practice in Texas With Austin Partner Addition 

 15 September 2025, K&L Gates Enhances Long-Established Maritime, Seafood Practices With Addition of 
Former NOAA Legislative Affairs Leader in Washington, DC

 25 June 2025, K&L Gates Bolsters Healthcare Practice With 340B, Pharmacy Law Partner in Washington, 
D.C.

 18 June 2025, K&L Gates Enhances Public Policy and Law Practice With Transportation, Emerging 
Technologies Lawyer in Washington, D.C.

 13 June 2025, K&L Gates Receives 200 Firm, Individual Recommendations in The Legal 500 United States 
2025 Edition

 5 June 2025, K&L Gates Receives More Than 240 Firm, Individual Rankings in 2025 Chambers USA Guide

 8 May 2025, K&L Gates Enhances Public Policy and Law Practice With Pair of Partners in Washington, D.C.

 4 March 2025, K&L Gates Adds Firm's First National Security Policy Advisor 

 14 August 2024, K&L Gates Adds 340B Lawyer to Health Care Practice in Washington, D.C.

 12 June 2024, K&L Gates Receives More Than 225 Firm, Individual Recommendations in The Legal 500 
United States 2024 Edition

 6 June 2024, K&L Gates Receives More Than 200 Firm, Individual Rankings in 2024 Chambers USA Guide

 15 May 2024, K&L Gates Adds Pair of International Trade Partners to Washington, D.C., Office

 25 March 2024, K&L Gates Deepens Environment, Land, and Natural Resources Practice With Seattle 
Partner Addition

 17 January 2024 , K&L Gates Adds Of Counsel to Public Policy and Law Practice in Washington, D.C.

https://marketingstorageragrs.blob.core.windows.net/webfiles/Law360-3-Ways-Agencies-Will-Keep-Making-Law-After-Chevron.pdf
https://marketingstorageragrs.blob.core.windows.net/webfiles/Law360_Biden_Competition_Order_May_Shift_Ocean_Carriers_Course.pdf
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 4 January 2024, K&L Gates Continues Washington, D.C., Office Growth With Antitrust Partner Addition

 5 December 2023, K&L Gates Adds Pair of Justice Department Lawyers in Washington, D.C., Office

 7 June 2023, The Legal 500 Recognizes K&L Gates Practices, Lawyers in 2023 United States Edition

 1 June 2023, K&L Gates Receives Firm, Individual Rankings in 2023 Chambers USA Guide

 1 November 2022, Dallas Government Contracts Partner Returns to K&L Gates

 24 August 2022, K&L Gates Bolsters FDA, Food and Beverage Industry Capabilities With San Francisco 
Partner Addition 

 8 June 2022, K&L Gates Practices and Lawyers Recognized in The Legal 500 United States 2022 Edition 

 1 June 2022, K&L Gates Receives Firm, Individual Rankings in 2022 Chambers USA Guide

 14 December 2021, K&L Gates Adds Antitrust, Employee Benefits Partners to Washington, D.C., Office

 24 June 2021, Legal 500 Recognizes K&L Gates Policy and Regulatory Practice Among Leaders in the 2021 
United States Guide

 21 May 2021, K&L Gates Policy and Regulatory Practice, Lawyers Ranked Among Leaders in 2021 
Chambers USA Guide

 10 July 2020, K&L Gates Energy, Infrastructure and Resources Practice Ranked by The Legal 500 United 
States 2020 Guide in Eight Categories with 28 Lawyers Recommended

 25 June 2020, K&L Gates Practices and Lawyers Recognized in 2020 Legal 500 United States Guide

 6 June 2019, K&L Gates Earns Practice and Lawyer Recognitions in 2019 Legal 500 United States Guide

OTHER MEDIA MENTIONS

 Quoted, “On the Move and After Hours: K&L Gates; Pashman Stein; Javerbaum Wurgaft; Weinberger Law,” 
New Jersey Law Journal, 2 August 2023

 Quoted, “Molly Freed joins K&L Gates as partner in government contracts, procurement policy practices,” 
ROI-NJ.com, 20 July 2023

AREAS OF FOCUS

 Public Policy and Law

 Administrative and Regulatory Law

 Appellate Litigation

 Commercial Disputes

 Maritime Regulatory
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INDUSTRIES

 Energy

 Logistics and Warehousing

 Maritime

 Physical AI and Autonomous Systems

 Technology

 Transportation and Logistics


